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Branch Meeting Topics and Special events:
Wed 16 October

Catherine Bishop – Women in Business.
See article p3

Thurs 24 October

Computing group – Census Records

Wed 20 November

Heirlooms and Wedding Memorials – bring
along your special heirloom as well as the
story attached to it. Planning for 2020
meetings.

Thurs 28 Nov
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A Word .... from the Convenor
October 2019

The branch’s 50th anniversary was marked with a special dinner at the Ascot Park Hotel on 9
August - successful by all accounts; a record of which was displayed and documented in
the last ‘Branch Lines’. There were 48 folk present – past and present members - who
enjoyed a convivial evening with speakers interleaved with meal courses. Mary Shadbolt
(Chair, Board of Directors) spoke to the meeting and inter alia congratulated the branch on
reaching its 50th year; then presented Branch Service Awards to John MacManus, Wendy
Shaw and Roger Washbourn. Guest speaker Michael Fallow (Features Editor with The
Southland Times) gave a light hearted ramble which focused on the philosophy of
knowledge (what you know is also what you don’t know) applicable to genealogy and
everyday life. A special cake capped with the NZSG logo was jointly cut by Margaret
Sutherland (the earliest Convenor) and the current Convenor. Wendy Shaw took many
photos during the evening and these appeared in the special edition of ‘Branch Lines’.
The February presentation to the branch by Mary Stuart and Wendy Shaw on ‘Industrial
Schools and Childrens’ Homes in Otago and Southland’ was aired at a recent Mainland
South Regional Meeting in Mosgiel, creating some interest, and is to be repeated again in
November when Mary and Wendy will be speaking to the Gore Branch’s monthly meeting. It
is a chapter from the past for both provinces when the general standard of living was not as
comfortable as it is today, and these institutions served a vital role in the upbringing of many
less fortunate young people. Their talk is well illustrated with photographs of the homes
which operated from the 1880’s until comparatively recent times in the 1960’s.
Later this month the branch is to have a visit from Australian author Dr
Catherine Bishop (inset). She is a Sydney-based historian who
researches Australian, New Zealand and international history, with a
particular focus on women. Her first book, Minding Her Own Business:
Colonial Businesswomen in Sydney (NewSouth 2015), won the 2016
Ashurst Business Literature Prize. Her second book, Women Mean
Business: Colonial Businesswomen in New Zealand, is being published
in 2019 by Otago University Press. She will be speaking in Invercargill
on 16 October in the Meeting Room in the Public Library, and will have
copies of her new book for sale. Do come and hear her speak.
The year is rapidly running out - only one more meeting after this month, on 20 November.
One of the objectives of this meeting will be to find out what interests branch members have
for the 2020 programme - always something of a struggle to extract. It would be so much
easier if branch members could indicate areas where they would like some clarification :
then the committee can either find someone with skills in that corner to come and speak, or
alternatively a local person might be able to do some specialised homework to present a
talk. So ….. branch members …. please organise your thoughts and come prepared to the
meeting with some suggestions.
Roger W.
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New Zealand News

Venue: SeniorNet rooms, WEA building, Esk St.
Time: 7pm on 4th Thursday of month February-November.
All are welcomed to the group - there is no subscription, but members pay
$2 per person to cover room hire and supper.
Contacts: Wendy Shaw (hutchshaw@yahoo.co.nz) or Roger Washbourn
(rogerw@southnet.co.nz)
.

Computing Group Meetings 2018:
Thurs 24 October

Census Records – info found/errors/missing info

Thurs 28 November

Scottish Theme / Supper / Planning

Women Mean Business: Colonial businesswomen in Southland and beyond
‘The greatest comefort to me is to get an honest living for my familey’.
Boarding-house-keeper Susannah Wall’s words in 1845 echo the sentiments
of many colonial women in New Zealand throughout the nineteenth century.
Like Susannah, many of them ran small businesses, though not all were as
concerned about the ‘honesty’ of the living they got.
Apparently ‘well-known as the most healthy and picturesque district in the
province’, Riverton was where Louisa Rocke chose to establish her seminary.
Like many in business, men and women alike, she did not last long, but she
was one of numerous entrepreneurial women who touted for trade in colonial
New Zealand.
In this talk historian Catherine Bishop will talk about how she uncovered the
lives of these women – piecing together a jigsaw of disparate sources and
stories to reveal the businesswomen of nineteenth-century New Zealand.
Catherine Bishop, author of Women Mean Business: Colonial businesswomen
in New Zealand (Otago University Press), explores the stories of some of New Zealand’s colonial entrepreneurs
– the successful and the outright failures, the heart-warming and the tragic, the everyday and the scandalous.
Born and raised in Whanganui, Dr Catherine Bishop is currently a
postdoctoral fellow at Macquarie University in Sydney. Her first book
Minding Her Own Business: Colonial Businesswomen in Sydney
(NewSouth Publishing, 2015) won the prestigious 2016 Ashurst Business
Literature Prize. This is her second book.
Catherine will be speaking at the branch meeting on Wednesday 16th
October. It is planned that copies of her book will be available for
sale. This meeting will be open to the general public
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Overseas News
Latest Additions:







1939 Update – more names released
Scotland, Forfarshire/Angus/Dundee Poor lists1821-1840
Dundee Militia List 1801
Irish Parish Record Archives – the work of Rosemary ffolliott 1950-1990 transcriptions
More newspapers added








Victoria Inwards Passengers 1839-1923 have been started – check often for additions
Australia, Queensland, Toowoomba Prison Record Indexes 1864-1906
England, Cambridge Parish Registers 1538-1983
Ireland, Diocesan & Prerogative Marriage Licence Indexes 1623-1866 (started)
Ireland, Diocesan & Prerogative Wills & Administration Indexes 1595-1858 (started)
Scotland Census 1841-1891







Australia & NZ Find a Grave Index
Sweden Find Grave Index
Denmark Church Records 1812-1918
England, London Poor Law & Board of Guardian Records 1738-1926
Many records for Bristol are now available – the crossroads for Wales, Gloucestershire and
Somerset



Presbyterian Church records 1752–1855 have been added to with more than 3,000
baptisms added
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Southland History Corner: The storming of Puysegur Point

In 1910 an incredible feat occurred at Puysegur Point, where the lighthouse stands on the
summit of a sharp and narrow promontory with high cliff like sides. The steamer ‘Waikare’
had come through Archeron passage from Break Sea Sound, and was heading down Dusky
Sound for the open sea en route for Dunedin following a sightseeing trip. The ship was
travelling at the usual rate of speed over the usual course. The weather was fine, the time
was noon, and the tide was low. Practically every passenger was on deck enjoying the
scenery and the beautiful day. Suddenly the bow of the steamer lifted. There was a sudden
jolt, a heave, then a third bump, after which the vessel cleared the obstruction and floated in
the water beyond. Water forced up by air pressure, through the escape pipe, was immediately
thrown upon the deck. The second officer was informed that there was water in No. 1 ballast
tank. The ‘Waikare’ then took a sudden list to starboard. Boats were immediately lowered.
In about ten minutes the majority of the 200 excursionists and crew were in the steamer's
boats. They scurried up the steep slope to the only bit of flat ground. Tents and makeshift
bivouac were erected while awaiting rescue. The crew realised the ship was fast sinking and
a call for rescue would be needed. The nearest telephone being at Puysegur Point lighthouse,
the second officer and some of the crew offered to row down there in order to raise the alarm.
On and on through the high sea they rowed. Arriving at Puysegur Point the crew moored on
the rocks below with the mate climbing up the near vertical cliff face to reach the lighthouse.
Once the call had been made, he then climbed back down the cliff to the awaiting boat before
rowing back up to Dusky Sound to the listing ship. Rescue occurred the following day, by
which time the ship was guided to settle onto the edge of the rocky outcrop with its stern
resting precariously on the edge.
What became of the heroic second officer, Mr Eric John MacFarlane APPLEYARD? He was
promoted to first officer (his fellow rowers were given a monetary reward) and continued to
work for Union Steam Ship Company eventually reaching the rank of Captain. He returned
to Australia where he died rather anonymously in Sydney in 1947.

Eric Appleyard
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What was here before Shearing South / Arcade 55 in Dee St??

1863 Scotch Pie Shop was advertising baking and
confectionery firstly by James Grant, then T
Chennel, then the famous Andrew McKenzie who
had a museum next door exhibiting a large variety of
stuffed birds and animals – the forerunner to the
Southland Museum. McKenzie ran the pie shop from
1867-1872. Above the pie shop was the City Hotel.
In 1878 F Burwell advertised for tenders to alter the
building in concrete and brick. It was renamed the Imperial Hotel by the then proprietor J
Sproule. Burwell was responsible for the entire block facing Dee Street to have identical
features of arched windows on the first floor.

David Bissett left the hotel to move to the West Coast in 1906 after many years as host at the
hotel. The hotel chattels were sold following Bissett’s departure. H E Rout then took over the
premises for his jewellery business soon after with the premises later becoming a location for
Club 55 then Franco’s before becoming the Rooftops nightclub held upstairs in the 1970s. It
was later converted to Shearing South / Woolshed but currently has been turned into a private
apartment (with a colourful exterior).
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Our Resource Room: Update: 90% of the contents have been relabelled and colour
coded for ease of identification. The shelving has been rearranged to maximise access to
material. Remember the room is open 11-1 every Wednesday or by arrangement. Do
come to check it out before the branch meeting.

Current Branch Projects
‘Orders of Service’
The order of service sheets from funerals are still being collected by the branch. The
information on them will continue to be indexed as an ongoing branch project. Photographs
on them remain copyright to the family and will not be made available. Copies may be
donated at branch meetings, posted, emailed, given to any committee member or brought to
the Resource Room on Open Days.
Unrelated / related BDM, baptism, other certificates may be donated to the branch for
copying and sending to Auckland for inclusion in the national index. Copies will remain at
branch level for non NZSG members
Obituaries from the Southland Times of local people (and
many national figures) are being collected. These are then
indexed before placing the books in the Resource Room. Index
is on Resource Room laptop.
Lone Graves in Southland and Stewart Is - Mary Stuart and Yvonne Service continue
collecting data on these graves – found in isolated places e.g. on farms, in isolated bush,
disused dwellings, abandoned mining camps.
Bluff Baptisms and Marriages – Work still in Progress. A searchable database will be made
available in the future.
Directory
Southland Branch,
NZ Society of Genealogists Inc.
Postal address: P.O. Box 1329, Invercargill 9840.
E-mail: Southland@genealogy.org.nz
Meetings
Third Wednesday of each month February - November
Meeting Room, Invercargill City Library at 7 p.m.
[Research facilities from 6 p.m.]
Resources Room open: Wednesdays, 11am~1pm.
~
Branch website ~ http://www.nzsgsouthland.com/
NZSG website ~http://www.genealogy.org.nz/
Genealogical Computing Group website ~
http://www.gencom.org.nz/
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